
In this book, examples of Latin American cities 
are used as case studies. As argued in the first 
chapter, there are good reasons to concentrate in 
Latin America: it is the world region with the 
most rapid urban development and it is the most 
urbanized region in the developing world. In 
contrast to residents of cities in poorer regions, 
Latin America have managed to democratize 
homeownership and to extent basic services to 
the majority of households[...]. This book does 
not pretend to solve all the problems that must 
be addressed to establish a system for 
monitoring the quality of urban life. It does 
aspire, however, to serve as a means by which 
local governments, analysts of urban problems, 
and communities themselves may take 
advantage of a new generation of urban QoL 
monitoring strategies that have significant 
potential for contributing to public decision-
making processes.
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